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To the Prarin DEALER. 
Edinburgh, Oficber 8, 172 4. 


‘ You, a fhort Character of 
‘ the prefent Magiftrates of 
this City ; and fome Ac- 
‘count’ of the. Fadtious 
Spirit, that tco often di- 
I * fturbs. Them, and. their 
§ * Laudable Undertakings. 
4‘ L°am nor at all furpriz‘d 
aL‘ to hear, Thar. many of 
~ same ‘ your Readers, among my 
‘own Country-men, have caken Offence at my’ Free 
‘Correfpondence, norwithftanding the: Sanction of 
‘ your Judgment, under which it is pubiifhed. 


n 





‘PREFUDICE will always make>the World 


‘Uneafie : Whatever Caufe it proceeds from, it. 


‘never fails to govern the Underftanding, in a very 
‘fhameful Manner. And,‘tho’ it is often no more 


'‘ than the imbib’d Senfe of a fecond Perfon, which a 


‘Man makes Ule of as his own, it is rarely, and 
‘with great Difficulty, reftrain’d from producing 
‘innumerable bad Confequences in Life, with the 
‘Face and Appearance of fomething thar 1s Good ; 
‘ it mixes it felf with every Circumftance and Action, 
‘and has every where a powerful Influence. One 
“Man calls ic Religion, another Principle ; and he, 
‘who dares be Blunr, owns it. by its plain Name, 
‘of Party, Whatever is done, or faid, upon this 
‘Foundation, though never fo Faulty, fhall find 
‘ Advocates ; and, however Praife-worthy, Condem- 
‘ nation. What a Shame is it to Reafon, to hear 
‘it avow’d, That fuch a Sett of Men can do Nothing 
‘ Ill, becaufe on our Side ? And fuch another, Nothing 
‘Well, becaule. they Vote with our Enemies}? — Buc 


‘Enough of this Subject. — If, as *tis genera!ly 


‘own’d, The Publick Good fhou!d be the Point moft 


in View, of each Individual, [ ought to reft faris- 


‘ fied, and may defpife the Spleen of my Ccnfurer’s, 


‘BUT, Sir, Lam inclined to conftrue favourably ; 


and, perhaps, the Indignation that fome People cx- 
prefs againft good Perfons, and good -Things, is not 
‘fo much the Effect of Vice, as of Ignorance. As, 


‘when a Scheme is propofed for Publick Benefit, 
' Blockheads may innocently decry it, becaufe they 
‘ cannor comprehend ir. This. I take to be the pre- 
‘fent Cafe; from ‘the dull Oppofition, that I have 
‘.wonder'd to fee made againft fevera!  7hly gene- 
‘Tous and profitable Undertakings. (aen, whofe 
' Souls are fnort-fighted, love to walk in O/d Ways, 
 becaufe they are. in no Danger of being /oft, while 
they -have a Hedge ar each Elbow. Thus the 
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Hotentots adhere to-their Heredirary Dirt and Na” 
kednefs : Thus the Iri/b too, were formerly infti” 
gated ro rebel againft the Yoke, in Defence of theif 
ancient Privilege of drawing Pioughs by their Horfes 
Tails, with all the Wie of a free-borm Sredfaftnets. 
Aad, I am torry 1 have Caufe to fay, That fora 
Reafon of this goodly Sorr, my Neighbours love 
ftinking Screeis, and hace the {nnovation of Neceffary 
Houfes. 


* IF in this Part of the Wor'd, we chance to hear 
of a Projet to make us Cleanly, we wonder at the 
crack. brain’d Whim/fie, and guard our Hearts againft 
Vanity, If ict is undertaken at the particular Exvence 


of the Propofer, we difcourage the Gui't of ‘fo pre- 


fuming a Generofity. Nay, let a Thing be actually 
emecuied, and compleatiy done to our Hands, we 


have {ti Spirit enowgh tc.raéf at it, with the moft: 
mafculine Inflexibility. An.thiss, and orher Refyectss: 


Ihave Inftances in my View; and my (Neighbours 
will take my AZecaning, though not my Counfel. 


‘1T were eafie, SIR, to cxpatiate upon the Ig- 
morance, and Partiality, that prevail among our 


People, were I inclined ro write Satyr, and expofe. 


the Weaknefs of my Country-men. Bur, as I am un- 
willing to {pread their Defects, | beg Leave, on the 


other Side, to lay before you feveral more of the: 


Bleffings and Ornaments our City boatts of ! 
‘YOU have done us the Honour, to diftinguifh 


the Genius and Vircue of fome of the rifing Gene- 
ration, in oneof your PAPERS; and my Laft 


“began an Account of the FAIR A‘SEAZBLY here 


in Edinburgh, which, no:withftanding the Oppofition 


of our Clergy, is one of the beft Nu-feries of Polite-. 
nefs in SCOTLAND. By Means thereof, our» 


Youth o: both Sexes, learn a Habit of Brisknels 


and Fredom, which, till of late, were lefs fre-. 


guent among us. That Reftraint, and Stiffnefs of 
Air and Addrefs, which diftingvifhed us from 
People of more generous Education, by Degrees, 
wears away; and Converfation, which was former- 
ly fo confin’d, and fo dull, grows open, free, and 
eafie: Ladies find they may /peak to Gentlemen, 
without Violence to their Modefty,. and Gentlemen 
may entertain Ladies, without Defigns upon their 
Virtue. It is now no more a Sight, when a Lover 
wairs on his Miftrefs Home, or takes a2 Walk with 
her ina Garden. Nay, we have Husbands, who, 
without Jealoufie, can hear Batchelours invite their 


Wives toan Entertainment. In fhort, we exchange. 


the Spanifh Affectation and Gravity, for the Englifh 


Liberty and Free Spirit ; and, in Place of Narrow. 


Minds, and the vi/lef? Hypocrifie, we are growing 
Profane enough to aflert the Dignity of Humane 
Reafon, and the Innocent Privileges of Nature, 


‘PERHAPS 
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* PERHAPS I am not miftaken, when I affirm, 
That this Comverfion (1 beg Leave of the Clergy to 
make Bold with the Word, becaufe I have as 
Good a Title to it, as they have) is, in a great 
Mealure, the Effect of the Union of the Two King- 
doms, Bur, when I confider it as an Advantage, I 
wou'd nor be thought to mean, that either Nation is 
yet roo Happy under the Bffects of their Zncorpoi ati- 
‘ on. It may be allow’d uf, I prefume, to wifh, that 
* howéver ftrictly they are united, they may never be 
‘ bound fo clofe, but that one Hand may be lcofe 
* enough to affift and untie the other, if it 1s mot quite 
* ¥mpopibte, there fhou’d arife, in fome future Age, 


> - 


fucha Miracie,as a Corrupt Minifiry ; or a Prince, lels 
watchful, chan our prefent Glorious SOVEREIG? , 
for the Defence of his Peoples Liberties. 


‘BUT I am no Politician; norj will I attempt 
‘ to Enlarge upon a Subject that fits not the Purpofe 
‘of your PAPER; though I promile my (elf, 
‘ Thatthe PLAIN DEALER _ will not Scrupie, 

when. Occafions rife, to affert the Rights;-as well 
« asthe Senfe of a True Briton. 


~*I PROCEED to Remark, That as the Corre- 
fpondence and Communication between’ the now 
‘Unired Kingdoms, has, in a great Meafure, improv'd 
and polifh’d rhe Ta/te, the Air, and the Fafhions, of 
both che Gerticlemen and Ladies of my Counrry ; fo 
‘it has alfo cefin'd our Language, in a very fenfible 
Manner, I do not mean in the Accent and Pronunci- 
ation, when we /peak it—For thefe are hardly to be 
naturaliz’d wichcut much Time, and continual Con- 
verfe; there being, even in England, it felf, a Shib- 
‘boleth, peculiar to every County. No wonder then, 
“that Scorsimen find ir difficule to come up to their 
-Standard. 
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*‘ BUT, if you'll allow, that we make fome Pro- 
grefs in the Subjtance of the Language, we will rea- 
“dily ‘give wp our Pretenfions to the Graces of it. Yet 
out Way of pronouncing the Vowels has Advocates 
in fF Countries: And, perhaps, the Authority 
might deferve a Review with the Englifh. 


‘7. *« ®& & & 


© I have wonder'd, to fay Truth, that we are fuch 


* Proficients in the Language, confidering we have 
© neither a Court, nor 4 Theatre, which are the acknow- 
* ledged Fountains of its Refinement. , 


‘ WHEN I look intothe Writings of Mr. DRUM- 
‘MOND of Kathornden, in the Reign of King 
JAMES 1. Sit GEORGE MACKENZIE, in the 
Reign of King CHARLES IL. The Earl of LAU- 
\DERDAEE, in the Reign of King 7AMES IL 
Bifhop BURNET and Mr. FLETCHER of Sulton, 
in the two laft Reigns ; and of a certain noted Wri- 
ter, in the prefent; when I compare their Style with 
the Style of fome of their Co-temporariesin England, 
I am tempted to think my Country-men not fo very 
far inferiour, as that Criticks fhou’d’ depreciate our 


thar Sort we arrive at, is as much a Virtue in us, as 
tis Nature in You, I am vain enough to imagine, 
that we merit no lefs Praife; at leaft fhou’d meer 
with fair Indulgence. , 
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‘ONE Thing more I beg leave to Remark, with 
Reipect to our Language. Many of oar Words, 
that feem Uncorth, and are not underftood by Eng- 
lifb-men, are, notwithftanding, of Englifo Origin; 
and are not lefs Emphatical, and Worthy, for being 
Obfilere among You. I find few old Words in 
DOUGLAS's VIRGIL, that are not alfo.o be found 
in CHAUCER: And, perhaps, our ALLAN 
RAMS AT, a living Verfifier in Old-Sryle, ufes 
few that are not ro be met with in SH AKESPE AR, 
* SPENCER, %c. —except, when he coins Words, 
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Pretenfions to the Language. But, when J con-, 
fider too, That whatever E'egance, or Maftery, of 


‘ by virtue of {his extra-judicial Poerick Privileges 
‘ chat never were, and never will be, uled by a, 
* Martal, befides Himfelf. y 


‘ LIVING Languages, are like living Trees . 
they have their Summer, and their Winter. Ty, 
Words of the One, like the Leaves of the Other 
fall off, and are fucceded by a new Genefation, |; 
is, hc wever, Difcretion’s Work, in this Cafe, to Nj. 
turalize none, at the Expence of better. : 


~ - ia tal ~ 


‘YOU fee, Sir, with what Freedom I write my 
Senfe both of Perfons and Things to you. I own, | 
obierve no Order in the Form of my Letters : Nor 
do I believe That wou'd recommend me nore to 
your Regard. What I chiefly aim at, is, A natura] 
Simplicity in my Expreflions, and a Truk in my 
* Facts, becoming a Correfpondent of the ?-£ 4] N 
‘DEALER. 


“- - o- o nm 


“I HAVE the Honour to be with due Venerar;. 


cn, 
Fe tee 
Your trufty Intelligencer, 
and moft Obedient Servant, 


FERGUS BRUGE. 


AFTER having thank’d my Correfpondenr, f 
the. Continuance of his agreeable 1ntdliigence, I fhall 
clofe with a fhort Remark on what he fays, concern. 
ing our Language. 


I AGREE with Him entirely, thar many of 
old Words had the fame Original with theidis for all 
that Part of Scotland, to the Southward of the Frith, 
was as-much Saxon as we were: So then the Foun. 
dation of our Language being the fame, it is not {0 
reafonable, as I with it wete, to allow this ingenious 
Gentleman the Claim he makes, in Behalf of his 
Couftry—That the Elegance and Maftery, which are 
but Nature in Us, are a Virtue in North Britain,’ 


THE Nature is certainly alike to both Nations : 


> The Virtue is moft due, where the Improvement was 


frft made. The Nobility and Gentry of Scotland have, 
at leaft, for Ages paft, been as learned as the Englifh, 
and much more accuftom’d to foreign Travel and 
Cortefpondence. Thefe are the great, and indeed the 
only Caufes of Refinement in a se padi Trade 
and Luxury ave much more likely to corrupt it, by 
the Confufion they introduce, mixing Degrees and 
Diftinctions, and contracting our Care to regard no- 
thing fo much as INTEREST. 


SINCE then the Scorch Language was once the 
very fame with the Englifhb; and fince their People 
have been more intimately Converfant, than ours, 
among Foreign Nations; and have always enjoy'’d 
the tame Affiftance of Learning, and yet have been 
vehind us in the Improvement of our common Tongue; 
it follows by Neceffliry, That the Praife of Virtue is in 
ours——But it is a Birtheright, which, like Kentifh Ge 
wele-Kind, we muft equally divide with our Brothers, 
in the next Generation + for, tho’ they were flow Set- 
ters our, they have prov’d Themfelves as good Run- 
nets, and will be a-breaft with us, in the Race, and 
lofe tio Ground for the Future. 





ADVERTISEMENT 


, Juft publith’d, 
MEMOIRS of a certain ISLAND adjacent to the 
KINGDOM of UTOPIA. Writcen by a Ce- 
lebrated Author of that Country. Now Tranflated in- 


to Englith. Printed, and Sold by the Book(fellers of 


London and W/ftminfter. 





Printed for J. Roserts, in Warwick-Lane. Where Letters and Advertifements are taken in. 
And where Compleat Ssrrs may be had. 
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